A template for the future: digitizing and databasing a taxonomic illustration collection.
This is the first iconographic taxonomic database intended as an everyday tool for the practising taxonomist, that allows access to the original drawings used to describe species. We demonstrate the system with water mites (Acari, Parasitengona, Hydrachnidia) but it may be used with any other plant or animal group. Query by genus or species leads to the original drawings and any additional images associated to that particular name. At present, the database includes images from more than 4,000 species (around 38,000 illustrations) and is easily expandable. Copyright does not allow the database to be used in an open WWW context, but it can be an extremely useful tool in private taxonomic applications.